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HISTORY 
BY SAVING 
LANGUAGE 


a r 


krag" wicad 
isubu ti Krognicad 


lab 
rasiah dicidi a 


Chris Teuton, 
chair of Amer- 
ican Indian 
Studies at the 
UW, displays 
the next letter 
for the group 
to practice. 
Teuton is 
Cherokee. 


kratadi? 


fasaxtab tl Re vatadi? 


qəlqəlub 
sail? qafgalub 
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Lushootseed is not an easy language to learn because some of the sounds do not exist in English. Joe Concannon, left, Holly Shelton, Ashley Mo- 
corro Powell and Ken Workman practice the language Wednesday at the Burke Museum. 


LABOR OF LOVE | UW is part of a growing effort by schools, students and 
volunteers to bring back native languages, including Lushootseed and Hawaiian. 


By KATHERINE LONG 


Seattle Times higher education reporter 


hen Alyssa Johnston 

and members of her 

tribe speak to one 

another in Quinault, 

they are often 
moved to tears by the knowledge that, 
at the turn of the century, the language 
was all but dead. 

The last person who spoke fluent 
Quinault passed away in 1996. By using 
recordings of those who spoke the lan- 
guage in the 1960s, a handful of people 
in the Olympic Peninsula tribe are slow- 
ly and painstakingly piecing it back 
together — and teaching it to a new 
generation. 


language credit at the University of 
Washington by showing she had 
achieved “intermediate low-level profi- 
ciency” in that language. 

“It’s everything to me,” Johnston said 
of the importance of reviving her tribe’s 
native tongue. “Language is culture,” 
she said, and the tribe “right now is 
literally making history” by bringing it 
back. 

That history is also being written on 
the UW’s Seattle campus. 

Every two weeks, two separate groups 
gather around a table in one building or 
another to practice one of two indige- 
nous languages: Southern Lushootseed, 
the common tongue of the Native Amer- 
ican tribes that lived in this region, and 


Chris Teuton, chair of American Indi- 
an Studies at the UW, hopes students 
eventually will be able to learn both 
those languages in for-credit courses, 
joining the 55 other languages already 
taught by the university. 

In the meantime, the informal classes 
are a labor of love for the volunteers 
who teach them. Nancy Jo Bob, a mem- 
ber of the Lummi Nation, and Tami Kay 
Hohn, of the Muckleshoot Indian Tribe, 
both drive up from Auburn every month 
to offer several hours of language in- 
struction, using a system they devised 
that helps students think and speak in 
complete sentences from the outset. 

Lushootseed was revived by Upper 
Skagit author, teacher and linguist Vi 


Last year, Johnston was the first per- 
son in recent memory to earn a world- 


Hawaiian, the native language of the 
indigenous people of Hawaii. 


Hilbert, who died in 2008 at the age of 
See > LANGUAGE, A4 


Rents decline in Seattle area 
amid new-apartment boom 


FIRST SHARP FALL THIS DECADE 


Slowdown in rental market 
expected to continue as more 
new units open, vacancies rise 


By MIKE ROSENBERG 
Seattle Times business reporter 

Rents are dropping significantly across 
the Seattle area for the first time this de- 
cade, as a flood of new construction has left 
apartments sitting empty in Seattle’s hot- 
test neighborhoods. 

The average rent across King and Sno- 
homish counties dipped 2.9 percent in 
December compared with the prior quar- 
ter, according to a new quarterly landlord 
survey by Apartment Insights/RealData. 

Rents sometimes drop by a few bucks this 
time of year. But the latest quarterly drop is 
the biggest this decade by far, and amount- 
ed to a savings of about $50 a month for the 
average renter across the region. 

In neighborhoods in and around down- 


town Seattle, the dip equates to an average 
of $100 in monthly savings for renters 
signing new leases. 

The biggest rent decreases were mostly 
in the popular Seattle neighborhoods that 
are getting the most new apartments. Rents 
dipped more than 6 percent compared with 
the prior quarter on First Hill, downtown 
Seattle, Belltown, South Lake Union and 
Ballard, along with Redmond and the Sam- 
mamish/Issaquah area. 

Compared to a year earlier, rents still 
increased 4.5 percent regionwide, but that 
was the slowest year-over-year growth 
since 2011 and down from the double-digit 
increases that became common over the 
last few years. 

The slowdown comes as the number of 
new apartments opening across the area 
has hit record levels and has begun to sig- 
nificantly outpace the number of new rent- 
ers. 

More apartments are sitting empty — 
particularly throughout downtown Seattle 

See > RENT, A4 
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Rents are dropping as construction of new apart- 
ments picks up, such as in South Lake Union. 


Senators 
insist 
Trump 
used slur 


IMMIGRATION MEETING 


Division puts agreement 
for DACA, funding the 
government in danger 


By JULIE HIRSCHFELD DAVIS 
The New York Times 

WASHINGTON — It was just 
after President Donald Trump 
had finished railing in the Oval 
Office against African immi- 
grants he said came from “shit- 
hole countries” when a senior 
Republican senator, Lindsey 
Graham of South Carolina, who 
was there to negotiate a deal on 
immigration, spoke up. 

“America is an idea, not a 
race,” Graham said, according to 
three people familiar with the 
exchange Thursday. Diversity 
was a strength, he said, nota 
weakness. And by the way, the 
senator added, he himself was a 
descendant of immigrants who 
came to the United States from 
“shithole countries with no 
skills.” 

Trump’s racially charged com- 
ments in front of several law- 
makers, which also extended to 
immigrants from Haiti, threaten 
what had been an emerging 
agreement to protect immigrants 
brought illegally to the United 
States as children. 

Several people with knowl- 
edge of the conversation said the 
president had also demanded to 
know whether Haitian immi- 
grants could be removed. The 
White House has not disputed 

See > TRUMP, A3 


PRESIDENT cancels London 
trip; also, The Wall Street 
Journal reports he paid a 
porn star for her silence > A3 


Agency finds 
salmon, orcas 
being harmed 
by pesticides 


WHITE HOUSE SOUGHT 
TO DELAY REPORT 


One crop spray also seen 
as risk to children’s brains 


By MICHAEL BIESECKER 
The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Federal 
scientists have determined that a 
family of widely used pesticides 
poses a threat to dozens of en- 
dangered and threatened spe- 
cies, including Pacific salmon, 
Atlantic sturgeon and Puget 
Sound orcas. 

The National Marine Fisheries 
Service issued its new biological 
opinion on three organophos- 
phate pesticides — chlorpyrifos, 
diazinon and malathion — after a 
yearslong court fight by environ- 
mental groups. At the urging of 
pesticide manufacturers, the 
Trump administration had 
sought a two-year delay of a 
court-ordered deadline to issue 
the findings by the end of 2017, 
but it was unsuccessful. 

The 3,700-page federal re- 
view, dated Dec. 29, concludes 
that chlorpyrifos and malathion 
jeopardize 38 of the 77 species 
under the jurisdiction of the 

See > EPA, A2 
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